
 Busch River Community Council (BRCC) Meeting minutes for Monday, May 20, 2013

Attendance:  Chairman:  William Conlon, Board members:  Glenn Dudderar, JoWanda 
Strickland-Lucas, Michael Carr, & Christine Henn, Jamie Meier representative for 
Councilwoman Mary Ann Lisanti from District F, Dion Guthrie Council Member District A, 
Captain Jon Krass of the Harford County Sheriff’s Office, Steve Johnson from Aberdeen 
Economic Development, Art Helton,  Sharon Lipford from Harford County Dept of Community 
Services, Mike Kalinski from the office of Nancy Jacobs, Andrew Tress representative for HC 
Council President Billy Boniface. 

Sharon Lipford, Deputy Director of the Harford County Dept. of Community Services reported 
on this agency.  They handle the Office on Aging, Senior Activity Centers, Community 
Development, Office of Drug Control Policy, Office of Human Relations, Harford Transit LINK. 
The department works with people with mental health issues.  Weather it is to assist them with 
re-entry into the work force or to make sure they have all the services to make a smooth 
transition into society. All the divisions making up the re-entry services is a big umbrella of 
services.  Another aspect the department takes care of is with Disaster Relief when a family is 
displaced by a fire.  First the Red Cross comes into help for the first day or two. After that their 
department will come in and make sure the family has what they need to survive for the next few 
weeks or however long it takes.  Sharon stated the department recently met with other Harford 
County government officials to see what they do to help people, so that their department is 
double decking the same services.  Steve Johnson asked what was the % of inmates at the 
detention center that were suffering from mental health issues?  Sharon stated that 65% of the 
inmates suffer from some type of mental health issue, and they work closely with the Sheriff’s 
office to make sure those inmates are able to re-enter society as well.

Captain Jon Krass, of the Harford County Sheriff’s Office reported on Sector 20.  He stated 
Sheriff Bane is very concerned with issues in the County and is willing to work with all the 
Community Council’s in Harford County.  Sector 20 is made up of Aberdeen, Perryman, 
Belcamp, Long Bar Harbor, Abingdon, Edgewood & Joppatown.  Recently there has been an 
increase in home invasions in Perrywood Garden Apartments and Convenience stores break-ins 
in other areas.  Three (3) arrests have been made in connections with the break-ins.  Many sheds 
are being broken into because someone knows what is inside.  The main find is with ATV’s. The 
sheriff’s office is stopping anyone that has a ATV on a trailer at nighttime just as a precaution. 
Traffic Unit has new vehicles to help control speed on roads.  There is a Traffic Task Force that 
is made up of 3 municipalities in the county.  It rotates every 6 weeks using officers from 
different areas to work on trouble areas.  They hit the area hard to get control of traffic issues. 
While crime has decreased by 9%, traffic problems are on the rise.

Chris Henn, asked Capt Krass to check on an address in Riverside that residents complained 
about possible drug traffic in the house.  And to check on another house that was boarded up last 
summer by the Health Dept. to make sure it is still secured.  Chris also asked about what is the 
process of finding out who owns homes once an owner walks away from the home.    Dion 
Guthrie explained the process of when people walk away.  The banks holding the loans do not 
take possession because they would then have to pay the taxes on the property.  You cannot find 
the homeowner to serve papers to because they have fallen out of the radar.  So the house just 



sits there until the bank short sale or auction the home.  This takes years because there are 
hundreds of homes in the county that have been left because of foreclosures.  

Dion Guthrie Harford County Councilman District A, gave an update on the Harford County 
Council Budget for 2013-2014.  All amendments were due to Council President, Billy Boniface 
by 5:00 pm today, (Monday, May 20, 2013.  It is the Council’s hopes to have everything ready 
for approval by end of May 2013.  Budget looks same as last year. Harford County Schools gets 
half of budget. The other half is distributed to the county to run everything else.  Last week was 
Military Week.  An event was held at Richlin Ballroom honoring military people.  It was a 
packed house.  

Dion informed us that Ikea has a large distributing center in the county and provides employment 
opportunities for ex-felons under the “Second Chance” program.  A high school degree is not 
required and they need 200 forklift operators and they will provide the training.  They pay 
$12.25 to start & give full benefits.  It is a 4 day work week. You can write your own work 
schedule as long as you work 4 days a week. Go to Susquehanna Work Force Center to apply. 
They are located in Cecil County, Aberdeen & Bel Air.

Joppatowne carnival starts tonight, Monday May 21st, and runs until Monday, May 27th.  July 6th 

will be the parade, and an evening of listening to 35 piece band music. 

Dion is working with a publisher to start a magazine that highlights the “Southern County” of 
Harford County. It will feature the following areas:  Swan Creek, Aberdeen, Perryman, Belcamp, 
Abingdon, Flying Point Park, Edgewood, Joppa, Joppatowne & Gunpowder.  The main focus of 
the magazine will be to highlight the people, places and events that don’t normally get positive 
media attention. 

Mike Kalinski stated that as of July 1st the toll tax goes into effect.

Art Helton candidate for State Senate seat 34A spoke that he is interested in any issues that is on 
the minds of residents of Harford County.

Steve Johnson gave an update on what is happening in Aberdeen.  The city has a vision for the 
train station. They have met with architects and zoning to plan the design of new station. They 
have also had a few community input meetings to get residents of Aberdeen interested in the 
project.  Businesses are growing in Aberdeen because they want to be close to APG.

Special Note: On Saturday, June 1st, Anita C. Leight Estuary Center at Otter Point Creek will be 
hosting a day of family activities.  Volunteers are needed to help make this event successful.  If 
you would like to volunteer to help you must fill out a Volunteer Application.  Call 410-612-
1688 or go to www.otterpointcreek.org.  There is something for everyone to do.  Come out to 
enjoy a day with your family!

Next meeting is on Monday, July 15th at 6:30 pm
Minutes Submitted by Chris Henn  May 22, 2013

http://www.otterpointcreek.org/

